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This section contains information to assist providers in billing for surgical procedures related to the digestive system.

Frenoplasty:
CPT-4 code 41520 (frenoplasty [surgical revision of frenum, for

“By Report” Billing
example, with Z-plasty]) must be billed “By Report.”  When billing

for Code 41520
this code, providers must attach an operative report that clearly indicates frenoplasty.


Note:
A simple incision or excision of the frenum without revision is not frenoplasty.

Morbid Obesity:
Surgical treatment of clinically severe obesity (Body Mass Index [BMI] 

Surgical Treatment
of greater than or equal to 40) should not be billed with CPT-4 code 43999 (unlisted procedure, stomach), but should be billed with specific CPT-4 codes.  Morbid obesity can be a health danger because of the associated increased prevalence of cardiovascular risk factors such as hypertension, hypertriglyceridemia, hyperinsulinemia, diabetes mellitus and low levels of high-density lipoprotein (HDL) cholesterol.  Conservative and dietary treatments include low (800 – 1200) calorie
and very low (400 – 800) calorie diets, behavioral modification, exercise and pharmacologic agents.  When these less drastic measures have failed or are not appropriate, providers may use the following surgical treatment options for morbidly obese recipients.  Prior authorization is required.

CPT-4 Code
Description

43644
Laparoscopy, surgical, gastric restrictive procedure; with gastric bypass and Roux-en-Y gastroenterostomy (roux limb 150 cm or less).

43645
with gastric bypass and small intestine reconstruction to limit absorption.

43770
placement of adjustable gastric band (gastric band and subcutaneous port components)

43771
revision of adjustable gastric band component only

43772
removal of adjustable gastric band component only

43773
removal and replacement of adjustable gastric band component only

43774
removal of adjustable gastric band and subcutaneous port components

CPT-4 Code
Description
43842
Gastric restrictive procedure, without gastric bypass, for morbid obesity; vertical-banded gastroplasty

43843

other than vertical-banded gastroplasty

43845
Gastric restrictive procedure with partial gastrectomy, pyloris-preserving duodenoileostomy and ileoileostomy (biliopancreatic diversion with duodenal switch)

43846
Gastric restrictive procedure, with gastric bypass for morbid obesity; with short limb (150 cm or less) Roux-en-Y gastroenterostomy

43847
with small intestine reconstruction to limit absorption

43848
Revision, open, of gastric restrictive procedure for morbid obesity, other than adjustable gastric band

43886
Gastric restrictive procedure, open; revision of subcutaneous port component only

43887
removal of subcutaneous port component only

43888
Removal and replacement of subcutaneous port component only
TAR Requirements
Approval of a Treatment Authorization Request (TAR) for CPT-4

codes 43644 – 43645, 43770 – 73774, 43842 – 43843, 

43845 – 43848, 43886 – 43888 is required and must include all of the 

following documentation:

· The recipient has a BMI, the ratio of weight (in kilograms) to the square of height (in meters), of:

· Greater than 40, or

· Less than 40 if substantial co-morbidity exists, such as 
life-threatening cardiovascular or pulmonary disease, sleep apnea, uncontrolled diabetes mellitus or severe neurological or musculoskeletal problems likely to be alleviated by the surgery.

· The recipient has failed to sustain weight loss on conservative regimens.

· The recipient has a clear and realistic understanding of 

available alternatives and how his or her life will be changed after surgery, including the possibility of morbidity and even mortality, and a credible commitment to make the life changes necessary to maintain the body size and health achieved.

· The recipient has an absence of contraindications to the surgery, including a major life-threatening disease not susceptible to alleviation by the surgery, uncontrolled substance abuse, severe psychiatric impairment and a demonstrated lack of compliance and motivation.
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