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What is Presumptive Eligibility (PE)?
PE is a federal/state program designed to ease access to prenatal care by allowing the provider to offer pregnant patients immediate Medi-Cal coverage pending a formal Medi-Cal application.

Who can offer PE?

Most Medi-Cal providers who provide prenatal services can offer this service to their patients.

Who is eligible for PE?

Any pregnant woman whose family income is at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level is eligible for this program.

How do I determine if my patient meets the income requirements?

Ask the patient to complete a simple one page application which asks her family size and income.  No verification is necessary.  The patient’s signature verifies her statements.  Compare the patient’s stated income against a simple income level chart to determine if she qualifies.

Will Medi-Cal still reimburse for my services even if the pregnancy test is negative?

Yes, Medi-Cal will reimburse for the cost of the income-eligible patient’s pregnancy test and an evaluation and management visit (Z2000 with appropriate modifier plus 99201 for new patient and 99211 for established patient).

How long will my pregnant patient be eligible for PE?  What happens if she never applies for Medi-Cal, or is denied?

The pregnant woman will be eligible for PE until her Medi-Cal determination has been made if she applies for Medi-Cal.  If she is approved she continues on Medi-Cal.  If she is denied, her PE eligibility will end at the end of that month.  Also, even if your patient never files her Medi-Cal application, her eligibility for PE will continue until the end of the month following the month of her initial PE application.

What services does PE cover?

The majority of ambulatory prenatal services provided by a Medi-Cal provider, including pregnancy related prescriptions, are covered.  It should be noted that delivery, family planning, and abortion services are not included.

How do I become a “Qualified Provider”?

Please follow the instructions in Section 200-90 of your Medi-Cal Provider Manual to complete and return the Qualified Provider application (QPAPP).

Once your application has been processed you will be contacted with details on the Next Qualified Provider training scheduled in your area.

IF YOU HAVE FURTHER QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL THE EDS OB HOT-LINE AT 

1 (800) 257-6900


