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This section describes prescription requirements for optometry.

TPA Prescriptions by 
Certified optometrists will not be reimbursed for dispensing 
Certified Optometrists
therapeutic pharmaceutical agents (TPAs).  However, SB 929 allows certified optometrists to prescribe the following TPAs:

· Topical lubricants

· Topical anti-inflammatory agents

· Topical antibiotic agents

· Topical hyperosmotic agents

· Topical anti-glaucoma agents (with glaucoma certification from the State Board of Optometry)

· Topical antiviral medication and oral acyclovir

· Oral antihistamines

· Oral nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory agents

· Oral antibiotics (limited to:  tetracyclines, dicloxacillin, amoxicillin, amoxicillin with clavulanate, erythromycin, clarithromycin, cephalexin, cephadroxil, cefaclor, trimethroprim with sulfamethoxazole, ciprofloxacin and azithromycin)

· Oral analgesics that are not “controlled” substances

· Codeine with compounds and hydrocodone with compounds

Required Information
A prescription is an oral, written or electronic transmission order given individually to a person for that person or for another person.  A written prescription must be signed by the prescriber and include all of the following:

· Full name and address of the recipient

· Name and quantity of the prescribed drug or device and directions for use

· Prescription’s date of issue

· Prescriber’s name, address and telephone number (either rubber stamped, typed, handwritten or typeset), license classification, and if a controlled substance is prescribed, federal registry number 

· Legible, clear notice of the condition for which a drug is prescribed, if requested by the recipient

Prior Authorization
Certified optometrists who prescribe TPAs that are not listed in the Medi-Cal List of Contract Drugs must ask the rendering pharmacist to 


submit Treatment Authorization Request (TAR) form to the appropriate Medi-Cal field office.
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