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This section contains information to assist providers in billing for pathology procedures related to immunology services.

Extractable Nuclear
CPT-4 code 86235 (extractable nuclear antigen, antibody to, any 

Antigen Antibody
method [for example, nRNP, SS-A, SS-B, Sm, RNP, Sc170, J01], each antibody) is reimbursable up to five times to the same provider for the same recipient and date of service.  Reimbursement for code 86235 is limited to no more than 15 times in one year to the same provider for the same recipient and date of service.  Claims billed with code 86235 must include a diagnosis.  Code 86325 is not reimbursable when billed with diagnosis code V72.6 (laboratory examination).
Hepatitis A Antibody Testing:
Reimbursement for codes 86708 (hepatitis A antibody [HAAb]; total)

Codes 86708 and 86709
and 86709 (…IgM antibody) is limited if both codes are billed by the


same provider, for the same recipient and date of service.  If a provider bills with code 86708, and code 86709 was reimbursed to that provider for the same recipient and date of service, only the difference between the two reimbursement rates will be paid.  If a provider bills with code 86709, and code 86708 was reimbursed to that provider for the same recipient and date of service, the claim with code 86709 will be denied.

QuantiFERON-TB Gold
The QuantiFERON-TB Gold (QFT-G) blood test is reimbursable with 

Blood Test
CPT-4 code 86480 (tuberculosis test, cell mediated immunity measurement of gamma interferon antigen response) for the diagnosis of latent tuberculosis infection and tuberculosis disease.  


The QuantiFERON-TB Gold test may be used in all circumstances in which the tuberculin skin test is currently used, including:

· Contact investigations, 

· Evaluation of recent immigrants, and 

· Sequential-testing programs for infection control (for example, those for health-care workers)

Reimbursement Restrictions
Medi-Cal will not reimburse claims for the QuantiFERON-TB Gold blood test for children younger than age 17, or for individuals with the


following medical conditions:

· HIV positive

· Organ transplant recipient

· Diabetes mellitus

· Chronic renal failure

· Silicosis

· Leukemia

· Lymphoma

· Cancer of head, neck or lung

· Receiving immunosuppressive drugs including prolonged or high-dose corticosteroids, tumor necrosis factor-alpha antagonists, and drugs used for managing organ transplantation
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