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Over-the-Counter Cold/Cough Preparations
1

This section lists the codes and units for Over-the-counter (OTC) cold/cough preparations.  For additional help, refer to the Drugs:  Contract Drugs List Introduction section of this manual.

OTC drugs are included in the per-diem rate for recipients in nursing facilities, including subacute patients.  Except for insulin, providers cannot separately bill any OTC drugs for recipients in these facilities.

Time release OTC cough/cold drug products are not a benefit.

Only OTC cough/cold drug products meeting the therapeutic classifications and ingredients specifications below are available without prior authorization.  They are payable according to the requirements of California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Section 51513(d) when ordered by a licensed prescriber and dispensed to Medi-Cal recipients.

Over-the-Counter (OTC)
Drug products dispensed under the specifications below are payable 

Cold/Cough Preparation
only when dispensed in original manufacturers’ trade packages or an 

Ingredient Specifications
equivalent to the original trade package if the drug product dispensed 

is that of the same manufacturer who produces the original trade package.


Antihistamines
Brompheniramine, chlorpheniramine, dexbrompheniramine, diphenhydramine, doxylamine, phenindamine, phenyltoloxamine, pyrilamine and triprolidine


Expectorant
Guaifenesin


Nasal Decongestants
Ephedrine, epinephrine, phenylephrine, phenylpropanolamine and pseudoephedrine


Antitussives
Dextromethorphan and diphenhydramine

Note:
Drug products must contain one to three active ingredients of different therapeutic classifications.

Quantity

Expectorant 
  (1 active ingredient)


Liquid


120
cc




240
cc

Antihistamine 
  (1 active ingredient)


Liquid


*
Diphenhydramine HCl
12.5
mg/5cc

cc


Other liquid



120
cc







240
cc


Tablets or Capsules


*
Brompheniramine Maleate
4
mg
ea


*
Chlorpheniramine Maleate
4
mg
ea


*
Diphenhydramine HCl
25
mg
ea




50
mg

ea


Other Tablets and Capsules



24
ea







48
ea







100
ea

Nasal Decongestant 
  (1 active ingredient)


Liquid


120
cc


Tablets or Capsules


24
ea






100
ea

Nasal Decongestant with Expectorant 
  (2 active ingredients)


Liquid


120
cc







240
cc
Quantity

Antihistamine with Nasal Decongestant 
  (2 active ingredients)


Liquid


*
Triprolidine HCl with Pseudoephedrine HCl



1.25mg-30mg/5cc


cc


Other liquid

120
cc





150
cc





240
cc


Tablets or Capsules


*
Triprolidine HCl with Pseudoephedrine HCl



2.5mg-60mg


ea


Other tablets or capsules

24
ea





40
ea





48
ea





100
ea

Antihistamine with Antitussive 
  and Nasal Decongestant 
  (3 active ingredients)


Liquid

120
cc





180
cc





240
cc

Quantity

Antitussive with Expectorant 
  (2 active ingredients)


Liquid

120
cc





180
cc





240
cc

Antitussive with Nasal Decongestant 
  (2 active ingredients)


Liquid

60
cc





120
cc





180
cc





240
cc


Tablets or Capsules

20
ea

Antitussive with Nasal 
  Decongestant and Expectorant 
  (3 active ingredients)


Liquid

120
cc





180
cc





240
cc


Tablets or Capsules

24
ea





100
ea
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